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men and women and children is a pitiful thing;
therefore, I pray you each one take great heed lest
you kill a single helpless person." His comrades
all applauded this speech, and so they remained,
waiting for the hour of midnight to arrive.

When the appointed hour came, the Ronins set
forth. The wind howled furiously, and the driving
snow beat in their faces; but little cared they for
wind or snow as they hurried on their road. At
last they reached Kotsuke no Suke's house, and
divided themselves into two bands; and Chikara,
with twenty-three men, went round to the back
gate. Then four men, by means of a ladder of
ropes which they hung on to the roof of the porch,
effected an entry into the courtyard; and, as they
saw signs that all the inmates of the house were
asleep, they went into the porter's lodge where
the guard slept, and, before the latter had time to
recover from their astonishment, bound them.
The terrified guard prayed hard for mercy, that
their lives might be spared; and to this the Ronins
agreed on condition that the keys of the gate
should be given up; but the others tremblingly
said that the keys were kept in the house of one
of their officers, and that they had no means of
obtaining them. Then the Ronins lost patience,
and with a hammer smashed to shivers the big
wooden bolt which secured the gate, and the
doors flew open to the right and to the left. At